September 2009 Superintendent’s Update H1N1

Norwalk has implemented a variety of safeguards to provide a healthy and safe environment
for students, staff and visitors.
Many of these practices are longstanding. However, some
are newly identified practices to specifically combat H1N1 flu.
Our protocols come from best practices identified by the Norwalk Nursing and Maintenance
team, the Center for Disease Control, Warren County Health, product manufactures and others.

Here are a few examples of our procedures:

- Meetings
have been held between district departments to coordinate and discuss best
practices.
- The
district has a protocol for buses, frequently touched areas in the
buildings
(doorknobs, etc.), lunchroom tables, desktops, common spaces and
other areas.
Eac
h area has a
different protocol based on usage, exposure to food and other
factors.
Special attention is given

to our most vulnerable students.

- Encourage
hand washing whenever possible.
- Communicate
to parents regarding attendance procedures and “when to keep kids
home”.
- Teach
student hygiene such as “how to sneeze and cough” along with other
protocols.
- Nurses
actively monitor absences and proactively work with students and staff
when illness is suspected.
- Nurses
communicate our absence rates to me and the Warren County Department of
Health.
- Discourage
students and staff from bringing cleaning products from home. (We cannot
predict the interactions with
other products, sensitivities or allergic reactions and we do not
have the
chemical MSDS “chemical composition” sheets for these products).
- Hand
sanitizers are strategically available and their use is encouraged.
- Staff
uses a “quat” disinfectant at the correct dilution. Meetings with manufactures
were targeted
to proper protocols to insure the correct usage.
- Disinfectant
products are obtained from dispensers designed to calibrate the correct
dilution. Dispensers are checked for proper calibration.
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- Any
surface where food is served follows all required guidelines.
- Buses
are wiped down between uses. Areas
where students contact, seat tops and
backs, handrails, etc, are
disinfected.

Buildings have other guidelines for snacks and other situations unique to the age of the
children. Please follow these guidelines and be aware of the protocols we use.
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